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Built in 1894 on top of wood pilings overlooking 
the Fraser River, the Gulf of Georgia Cannery National 
Historic Site provides a memorable heritage setting for 
school programs. Visit the Cannery in Steveston village 
and take in the sights and sounds of the west coast 
fishing industry which continue in the community today.

Program fees
$7.30 per student (including taxes, subject to change). Receive  
a 20% discount off your class’ second program when two programs 
are booked for the same class, on the same day.

Teacher planning
Bring your teacher ID and receive one complimentary admission  
to the museum, to learn more about the Cannery and our programs. 
Visit our website at www.gulfofgeorgiacannery.org to download 
PDF resource packages to help your students prepare for their visit.

For bookings and more information,  
please visit our website or contact: 
bookings@gogcannery.org     604.664.9234

SD 36 receives a fee to facilitate the distribution 
of advertising materials from some community 
organizations and businesses. SD 36 does not 
accept responsibility or liability for the contents 
of any advertising and does not endorse an 
advertiser’s services, goods or programs.



Canada’s West Coast Fishing History at the Gulf of Georgia Cannery 
National Historic Site
From Sea to Me (grades K-1)
In this engaging, hands-on program, students explore the steps  
of the salmon canning line. Through picture book stories, puzzles  
and a scavenger hunt, students work and learn cooperatively  
to follow the stages of seafood from ocean to lunch box.

Fishy Business: A Century of Change (grades 2-3)
An interactive program about West Coast fish and fishing methods 
of yesterday and today. Students experience the modern day 
challenges of the fishing business through role play, during  
which they will ‘catch’, ‘weigh’, ‘sort’ and ‘sell’ a variety of fish. 

Salmon People (grades 4-5)
First Nations groups have fished along the banks of the Fraser  
River since time immemorial. Students will explore the significance 
of the salmon, compare indigenous people’s fishing methods,  
and learn about different preservation techniques. This program 
surveys how First Nations’ expertise and connection to the salmon 
affected the culture, history, and economic importance of fishing 
on the west coast.

Cannery Stories (grades 4-5) 
This engaging program has students working in teams to discover  
the identity of cannery workers with different social backgrounds. 
Through interaction with the Cannery’s ‘general store clerks’, and 

exploration of primary sources and artifact replicas, clues reveal  
the personal stories of these workers, and bring the multicultural 
history of BC’s fishing industry to life.

Machines at Work (grade 5) 
Through the design of their own compound machine and  
a close-up look at a real canning line in action, students gain a 
greater understanding of the science of forces and simple machines.

Seafood for Thought (grades 6-8)
The world ocean is a precious resource that is affected by climate 
change, fishing, pollution, and habitat destruction. Using drama 
techniques, students analyze the marine food web and compare 
fishing methods to find the best ocean-friendly seafood choices 
available for themselves and their families.

Save Our Salmon (grade 6-8) 
In 1918, sockeye salmon were missing in considerable numbers 
from the Fraser River. Students discover the factors behind the 
problem, using role play in a mock commission representing 
different interest groups of the Steveston fishing community.  
They will be expected to learn, discuss, and deliberate on a viable 
way to ensure the abundant return of the Fraser River salmon.  
How will the community work together to help save our salmon? 
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