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Who develops the IEP?  

The principal of the school is responsible for the implementation of educational pro-
grams (School Act Regulation 5(7)(a)). Though planning occurs collaboratively, the 
principal of the school should ensure that for each such student a case manager is ap-
pointed to co-ordinate development, documentation and implementation of the stu-
dent's IEP.  

As necessary, other school district personnel or staff from regional or community agen-
cies may be involved in the development and have a role to play in its implementation. 

Parents must be given the opportunity to be consulted in the planning process, and 
should receive a copy of the IEP. To the extent possible, the student should also partic-
ipate in the process. 

The IEP should document instances where services are offered but the parent or the 
student refuses them. 

Who must have an IEP?  

1) All students with a special needs designations must  have an IEP.  There  
are three instances in which an exception can be made: 

 The student with special needs requires minor adaptations to educational 

materials, or instructional or assessment methods. 

 The expected learning outcomes established by the applicable educational 
program guide have not been modified for the student with special needs. 

 The student with special needs is receiving, in a school year, 25 hours or 

less remedial instruction, by a person other than the classroom teacher in 
order for the student to meet the expected learning outcomes. 

2) All students who are on a modified program. 

3) Students who do not meet either of the first two criteria but their educa-
tional program needs to be guided by an IEP.  Example: A student  who is 
“low average” and completing the regular curriculum may require considerable 
adaptations. 
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What is an IEP?  

An IEP is a documented plan, developed for a student with special needs, that de-
scribes individualized goals, adaptations, modifications, the services to be provided, 
and includes measures for tracking achievement. 

It serves as a tool for collaborative planning among school personnel, the parents, the 
student (where appropriate) and, as necessary, school district personnel, other minis-
tries and/or community agencies. 

Typically an IEP includes individualized goals with measurable objectives, adaptations 
and/or modifications where appropriate, the strategies to meet these goals, and 
measures for tracking student achievement in relation to the goals.  It also documents 
the special education services being provided as these relate to the student’s identified 
needs.  

Some students require small adaptations and minimum levels of support; other stu-
dents with more complex needs may require detailed planning for educational modifica-
tions, adaptive technologies, or health care plans. The IEP will reflect the complexity of 
the student's need and, accordingly, can be brief or more detailed and lengthy. 

 

What is an IEP for? 

The development of an IEP serves a number of purposes: 

 It formalizes planning decisions and processes, linking assessment with program-

ming; 

 It provides teachers, parents, and students with a record of the educational program 
for an individual student with special needs, and serves as the basis for reporting 
the student's progress; 

 It serves as a tool for tracking individual student learning in terms of agreed-upon 
goals and objectives; 

 It documents the relationships between any support services being provided and the 

student's educational program; 

 It provides parents and students with a mechanism for input into the individualized 

planning process. 

IEP documentation provides evidence that: 

 The parent and/or student were offered the opportunity to be consulted about the 

preparation of the IEP; 

 The student is receiving learning activities in accordance with the IEP; and 

 The IEP is reviewed at least once each school year. 

What must an IEP contain?  

The IEP document does not describe every aspect of the student's program. It  
makes reference to those aspects of the education program that are adapted or 
have been modified, and identifies the support services to be provided. The IEP 
learning outcomes are often described as goals and objectives. 

An IEP must have one or more of the following: 

 The goals set for that student for that school year where the goals are different 
from the learning outcomes set out in the applicable educational program guide; 

 A list of the support services required to achieve goals established for the stu-

dent , and 

 A list of the adaptations to educational materials, instructional strategies or as-

sessment methods. 

An IEP should also include the following: 

 The present levels of educational performance of  the student; 

 The setting where the educational program is to be provided; 

 The names of all personnel who will be providing the educational program for the 

student during the school year; 

 The period of time and process for review of the IEP; 

 Evidence of evaluation or review, which could include revisions made to the plan 

and the tracking of achievement in relation to goals; and 

 Plans for the next transition point in the student’s education (including transitions 
beyond school completion) and linkages to Graduation Transitions during Grades 
10-12. 

Where the goals established for the student are different from the expected learning 
outcomes for the age or grade, these should be: 

 Set at a high but attainable level to encourage parents, students and staff to hold 

high expectations; 

 Accompanied by measurable objectives developed for each goal to enable IEP 

review and evaluation. 

 


