Panorama Park Elementary

September 14 to September 17,2021
Dear Panorama Park Parents and Families,

It hasbeensowonderful towelcome ourstudents back to school thisweek! Not only did we getto
meetover48 of our brand new kindergarten children and theirfamilies,but we also welcomed back a
number of students whowere in our Blended Program last year, many of whom haven'tattended school
in personsince the Spring of 2020. For those students and families who are new to Panorama Park, we
would like to again extend awarm welcome to you and your families. To our returning students,
welcome back. Mr. Gill and myself, oursupport staff and all of our teachers are so excited fora
wonderful year of learning with you!

We are seeing some changes at Panorama Park this year. We have seena dropin our student
populationand we are beginning the school year with 438 students. To put this in context, we began the
2020-21 school year with 470 students. With the hot housing market we had a number of families move
out of the area overthe summerand we are noticing that fewerfamilies with elementary aged children
have movedin. As a result, we have about 40 fewer students than expected.

Our staffinginthe spring was based on our projected enrolmentand we were originally approved and
staffed for21 kindergartento grade 7 divisions. Due to the decline we learned on Friday that we will be
losing adivision and must organize ourschool into 20 divisions. This also means that we will be saying
goodbye to one of our classroom teachers, who will moveto a position ata new school. At this point,
Ms. Amraj Brar will be movingtoa new school.

This change in the organization and the loss of a classroom teacheris unfortunate and unexpected. We
have had to build anew organization and create new groupings of students. Thisislaterthanin past
years and we would like to thank our parents and students for their patience. We take the responsibility
of organizing studentsinto balanced groups seriously and put a lot of thoughtand time into creating
classes. Today your child will come home with aletter. This letterwill share your child's class placement
for the year.



Thank youfor yoursupport.

~ Ms Dhaliwal (Principal) & Mr. Gill (Vice Principal)

What's Happening This Week

Monday, September 13
e Happy Monday!
Tuesday, September 14
e Students movedinto permanentclasses
Wednesday, September15
Thursday, September 16
Friday, September 17

e Happy Friday!



Class Organizations and Combined Classes

Itis natural for students tofeel anxious about movinginto their new classes atthe beginning of the
school year. Students and parents often have expectations about who will be theirteacherand which
friends will be intheir class. Some students may feel alittle disappointed that they aren'tin a particular
teacher's class or with a specific friend orgroup of students. Our classes are organized by the students'
previousyear'steacher(s) and they consideranumber of factors when creating classes, including:

e creatinga class with a balance of students with different strengths and abilities
e social groupings (putting studentstogether orseparating theminto different classes)

e friendships (ourteachers make best efforts to put students with atleastone friend or
supportive learning partner)

e teacherfit(the dynamics of theirclassroom, teachers' passions, style of teaching etc.)

Our experience has been that students generally settle into theirnew classes very quickly at the
beginning of the new yearand thrive intheirnew settings. Almost all students feel better withinaday or
two after moving as they make new friends and begin to feel a part of their class community. If your
childisfeelinganxious orupsetafter movingintotheirnew class we would ask that you reassure them
that change is difficultforeveryone andtogive ita few days. We generally do not move studentsintoa
different class once the school year has started as we often don'thave room to doso and itoften has a
significantimpact on otherstudents andthe class dynamics. If your childis feeling upset about theirnew
classyou mightalso share how your child is feeling with their new teacher(s) so they can monitorthose
students and the class dynamics with thisin mind.

We oftenreceive feedback about studentsin combined (sometimes referred to as "split" classes). At
Panorama Park, a large number of our classes are combined classes this year. Ourexperienceat
Panorama Park has shown that studentsin these classes have the same learning opportunities and
general outcomes asthose in straight classes. In BC, our curriculum emphasizes competencies and skill
developmentoverteaching "content" and our goal is to teach students at theirindividual level. We
know that evenina straight grade class we will have students who are below grade level, at grade level
or above grade level invarious areas (reading ability, numeracy skills, socialization, creative and critical
thinking, etc). Because of thiswe find that students in combined classes are taughtin the same way and



have the same opportunitiesasthose instraight grade classes and even benefit from working with
students of different ages and abilities. For more information about class organizations and combined
classes, please click theselinks:

e (Class Organizations District Information Sheet

e Combined Classes District Information Sheet

Welcome New Staff

A big welcome to the following staff members new to Panorama Park this year:
e Ms. Kaushal (intermediateteacher)
e Ms. Onions (intermediateteacherand French)
e Ms. Hamal (intermediate teacher)
e Ms. Hunter (LST)
e Ms. Wilson (IST)
e Ms. Lee (Music)
e Ms. Rangi (Back from maternity leave)
e Ms. Graig (Back from maternity leave)
e Ms. Loverock (Back from maternity leave)
e Ms. Bains (EA - Educational Assistant)
e Ms. A.Bhandal (EA - Educational Assistant)
e Ms. K.Bhandal (EA - Educational Assistant)

e Ms. Chopra (EA - Educational Assistant)



e Mr. Dabestani (EA - Educational Assistant)
e Ms. Deol (EA - Educational Assistant)

e Ms. Grewal (EA - Educational Assistant)

e Ms. Madan (EA - Educational Assistant)

e Ms. Sebastian (EA - Educational Assistant)
e Ms. Razzo (CYCW)

e Ms. Robertson (CYCW)

Kindergarten Gradual Entry and Supplies

A bigwelcome to ourkindergarten students and families! Students have been placed intemporary
groups and have begun the gradual entry schedule.

Our kindergarten teachers have purchased a bulk order of school supplies for students ata cost of $40
each ($30 & S10 fortake home crafts). You can purchase these supplies beginning September 13
through our school online payment process. Please see the information below about paying online.

School Online Payments, School Supplies and Planners

School Online Payments and Planners

We are cash less at Panorama Park and any school payments forthings like planners and field trips can
be done online. Ouronline payment processis livenow. Parents have to set up an account first. For
more information pleasego tothe Parenttab of our school website and click on "Pay Fees Online".
Parentscan also purchase planners for S5 using our online payment system beginning September 15,
2021.

School Supplies

Parents can also find school supply lists on the parent tab of our website. Areminderthatstudents
should not bringin school supplies until they are in permanent classes.



Panorama Park Elementary 2021-22 Bell Schedule

Panorama Park Elementary 2021-2022 Bell Schedule

e 830a.m. Welcome Bell
e 835a.m. Morning Session Begins
e 10:15a.m. Recess Begins (all students)
e 10:30 a.m. Recess Ends
e 11:50 a.m. Lunch Recess Begins
e 12:15a.m Eating Time (15 min.)
o 12:15 p.m. Outside Time (25 min.)
e 12:30 Transition Bell
e 12:35 p.m. Afternoon Session Begins
e 2:35p.m. Dismissal

2021-22 School Calendar
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Tuesday, September 7
Monday, September 27
Thursday, September 30
Thursday, October 7
Friday, October 8
Monday, October 11
Thursday, October 21
Friday, October 22
Wednesday, November 10
Thursday, Nevember 11
Friday, November 12
Tuesday, November 16
Thursday, December 2
Thursday, December 9

Friday, December 17
December 20 to December 31
Monday, January 3

Monday, February 21

Friday, February 25

Thursday, March 3

Thursday, March 10

Friday, March 11

March 14 to March 25
Monday, March 28
Friday, April 15
Monday, April 18
Thursday, May 5
Friday, May 6

Monday, May 23
Monday, May 30
Thursday, June 23

Friday, June 24

Important Calendar Dates for 2021 — 2022
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School Opens (10:00 - 11:00 am)
Non-Instructional Day (no school)
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (no school)
Early Dismissal at 1:35 pm
Individual Photos

Thanksgiving (no school)

Interim #1

Non-Instructional Day (no school)
Remembrance Day Assembly
Remembrance Day (no school)
Non-Instructional Day (no school)
Individual Photo Retakes

Term #1 Formal Reports
Parent/Teacher Conferences
Early Dismissal at 1:35 pm

Last Day of Schoal prior to Winter Break
Winter Break

Back to School

Family Day (no school)

Non-Instructional Day (no scheol)

Term #2 Formal Reports
Parent/Teacher Conferences

Early Dismissal at 1:35 pm

Last Day of School prior to Spring Break
School Closure Days/Spring Break Holidays
Back to School

Good Friday (no school)

Easter Monday (no school)

Interim #2

Non-Instructional Day (no scheol)
Victoria Day (no school)
Non-Instructional Day (no school)

Last Day of School

Term #3 Reports Go Home

Early Dismissal at 1:35 pm
Administrative Day/School Closed
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COVID Reminders and Daily Health Checks
e Schoolswill continueto follow astrict cleaning and hand sanitizing regiment.

¢ Areminderthat masks are mandatory for all studentsin grades4 -7 and highly encouraged for
younger students.

e Staff members will wear masks when indoors at all times.

e Parentsare expectedtododaily health checks with theirchildren before comingto school. For
more information pleasesee the K-12 daily health check website and mobile app to help
students and families make the best decisions on whetherto attend school, stay home, or take
other measures. Questions and answers are easy to understand and are based on curre nt health
guidelines. All contentis written with the K-12age group in mind.




